
October 29, 2013 

Dear Church Council Members: 

Issue 
One of the most frequent requests made by those who participated in the small groups that met over the Summer 
months was that the Bethel leadership find a way to offer Adult Bible Study opportunities on Sunday mornings.  

Process 
A meeting was convened by Pr. Gabi and Tom Hoegel on September 8 that brought together all who serve in 
leadership capacities on Sunday mornings (education, youth, children, musicians, deacons, coffee, etc.). 

At that meeting an overall structure was proposed and the matter delegated to the Worship and Music Committee 
for further consideration. Since then, the W&M Committee has met three times, discussed the process, planned 
surveys, and reviewed the results of these surveys.  

The W&M Committee adopted a two-phase approach: (1) a first survey that explored how many worship 
participants would be interested in attending Adult Bible Study and (2) a second survey that polled the congregation 
on a couple of options on how to insert Adult Bible Study in-between our two Sunday services.  The team felt that 
holding the class on any other day/time would not work out. 

Survey Results 

Survey 1 (September 29 & October 6) 
A total of 139 individuals did turn in surveys. Of these, 39% responded that they either were not interested in 
attending the Bible Study or could not commit to attending it, 36% said that they would attend the Bible Study 
1 to 2 times per month, and 25% said that they would attend 3 to 4 times per month. 

Survey 2 (October 13 & 20) 
The vast majority of the 183 survey participants preferred to have the traditional service prior to the 
contemporary service.  The two proposed schedules provided 75 minutes between services, with one of the 
services moving by 15 minutes, and the other by 30 minutes.  The results clearly show people attending a given 
service prefer to adjust their service time the least amount possible (by 15 minutes, rather than 30). 

Recommendation 
The W&M Committee met, gathered and discussed the 
information from the two separate surveys, and in result 
recommends to the Church Council a compromise of 
adjusting both service start times by 15 minutes, which 
provides for 60 minutes between services.  We then have 
services at 8:45 and 10:45. The hour between services 
from 9:45 - 10:45 contains one 40-minute Bible Study 
sandwiched between two 10-minute fellowship times. 

We hope that the Council might approve this 
recommendation via email and briefly present it as part of the 
November 3 congregational meeting. 

Note: We talked how the start times not being "on the hour" might potentially be confusing to some, but 
this, in our mind, represents a compromise solution that doesn’t favor any of our worship service 
and/or ministries over  
the others.  Each has to give a little bit. 

Lots of good discussion and healthy debate was had by all, with excellent teamwork and partnerships. 

 Tom McAvoy, Brian Schuette, Pr. Gabi 


