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April, 2015 

CARING MINISTRY REPORT                                               
 Submitted by  Joanne Stensaas   

ALTAR FLOWERS   - Patricia 

New members were welcomed with Sunday’s altar flowers. 

HOSPITALITY – Patricia 

The “caring pre-addressed cards” located in the narthex are being used so will continue. 

VISITOR  FOLLOW-UP – Patricia 

The three visitors at the Easter services all want to become members. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY – Pastor Lavinnia 

Pastor Lavinnia reviewed with the Stephen Ministers varying aspects of the care giving process such as : 
trust, frustrations, boundaries, warmth, spiritual tools (prayer, scripture, blessings)how to terminate the 
formal relationship and possibly utilizing our Stephen Ministers in other churches and vice versa to 
insure confidentiality,  Training sessions re Loss and Grief (Cindy and Nick Arnett) as well as one re 
codependency and boundary issues were affirmed by the group and may be offered to the whole church 
community   Members with health concerns were addressed and prayers offered. 

CARING CONNECTION -  Pastor  Lavinnia 

Members were encouraged to keep contacting those on their lists as well as remembering to be 
welcoming to all at Bethel and in their daily lives. 

 

Stewardship & Finance Report 

Submitted by Brett Deuschter 

 
Scott and I met with Pr. Ben the Tuesday before Easter, to discuss 2015 Stewardship campaign. 
We plan to pick a verse to use as a focal point for the spring stewardship drive.  We spent time discussing 
different verses and how we could craft them into a theme.  Scott and I took the action to identify the verse to 
use; we plan to identify the verse by 4/19.  The verse will be put onto a large banner/board to be displayed 
during the year (possibly behind the sound board on the back wall). 
The spring stewardship campaign will start May 17, and end on June 7th (4 Sundays). 
We plan to publicize the planned budget for the coming year, to ensure all members are aware of the financial 
needs early in the drive, and try to reach that goal. 
  



I believe Scott did take the names of our subcommittees (that you sent us) and requested they provide any 
updates. I haven't heard back, so we'll continue to try and get more global feedback from those various 
ministries associated with Stewardship and Finance. 

 

Education & Discipleship Ministry  

Submitted by Kathy Arnold 

12 people attended the New Member class – 11 new members will join Bethel.  Two individuals decided 
to join after attending Easter Services; another visitor would like to become a member but was 
unavailable for the class.  

 

Worship & Music 

Submitted by Tom McAvoy 

The next Worship and Music bi-monthly meeting is slated for April 19th.  A call for agenda items is 
coming out shortly.  One topic will be the 10:45 music selections and inclusion of the congregation. 

 

Congregational Life Ministry Report 

Submitted by Patricia Myerholtz 

• Egg Hunt had 3000 filled eggs and approximately 300 in attendance.  Most attendees were from 
non-Bethel community. For next year: need to laminate signs, have an information table out for 
both church and school, have a hand-out of Easter Sunday event/times. 

• Need a team to help plan 4th of July. 
• Fine Arts Fair is coming soon May 3rd 9AM – 2 PM.  Those who are interested may pick up a 

public art piece to make on Sundays in the entry. There will be music, a "walk", meditative 
areas, photo booth, crafts, lunch food, art galleries, and more! Materials were distributed this 
past Sunday and more were distributed than during past distributions and we will continue to 
distribute for the next two weeks. Projects to be returned to church before May 2nd. 

• Cottage meetings are being attended well approx. 90 have attended. These meetings will 
continue thru April. 

• Next Out and About is a breakfast at Big Basin with hiking and food on May 16th. Paul Baldwin is 
leading this event. 

• Evergreens is enjoying having LaVinnia doing the devotions approx. 15 in attendance with lunch. 

White Breakfast had approx. 70 in attendance. For next year we can make sure to also invite the moms 
from the school. 
 



 Men of Monday  
 

• REPAIRED LOOSE BOTTOM PLATE ON VACUUM CLEANER. 
• INSTALLED 3 TOILET SEAT COVERS IN SANCTUARY RESTROOMS. 
• TOOK DOWN HANGING PLANTS OUTSIDE PRESCHOOL--- 
• TEACHERS WILL ADD NEW PLANTS. 
• REPLACED 12 AIR FILTERS IN SANCTUARY FAN ROOM. 
• FARA IS ORDERING ANOTHER SET FOR FUTURE. 
• REPLACED AIR FILTERS IN SANCTUARY OFFICES AND FIRESIDE ROOM. 
• PLUMBER (RESCUE ROOTER) WATER BLASTED FIRESIDE SINK DRAIN 
• AND PUT IN A CLEAN-OUT ACCESS OUTSIDE SORENSON EXIT DOORS. 
• REPLACED BATTERIES IN "ETERNAL FLAME" LAMP. 
• FIXED A LEAK IN COPY ROOM FAUCET LINE. 
• REPAIRED WROUGHT IRON GATE NEAR PRESCHOOL. 
• PROJECTION SCREEN FROM MUSIC/ED ROOM WAS BROKEN--TRASHED IT. 
• REPAIRED WOBBLY OFFICE CHAIR--GOOD NOW. 
• RELOCATED KID'S PLAY FURNITURE AS REQUESTED BY LYNNE STASI. 
• ADJUSTED NARTHEX DOOR TO CLOSE PROPERLY. 
• REPLACED DOOR CLOSER AT LIBRARY EXIT. 
• TIGHTENED LOOSE SCREWS ON ALL ROUND TABLES IN FIRESIDE. 
• BRACED UP EASTER FLOWER CROSS WITH 4 ANGLE BRACKETS. 
• PULLED WEEDS FROM KID'S PLANTER BOXES. 

                                          PEACE M.O.M. 
 

Children’s Ministry Report 

Submitted by Amanda Laughlin 

Kid Connection  

The following people have been doing an amazing job teaching Kid Connection for 2014-2015…  Amber 
Myerholtz, Lauren Hadding, Lynne Stasi, Alice Isaacson, Kristine Lui, Brett Deutscher, Minnie 
Sudarsanam,  Carol Wheaton, Josh Myerholtz.  Our Opening Music has been led by our amazing youth… 
Erin Woodell, Amelia Wheaton with support when needed by Abby Wheaton and Lindsey Laughlin.   
They open their hearts every Sunday as they share the good news to our children here at Bethel.   

First Communion Class took place – March 15th, 22nd and April 2nd.  Jenell Laughlin and Devynn 
Deutscher participated.  They baked bread on Maundy Thursday and took their first communion during 
the Maundy Thursday Service.    

VBS  “Everest”– registration opened in March.  The planning is taking place and volunteers are being 
recruited.  

 



Mission Outreach Ministry Report 

Lois Brouillette, co-ministry chair 

Clothing Donations Update (Angela Brown) 

Clothes donations have been going well.  The church (First Immanuel in San Jose) uses the parking lot as 
a business now, so sometimes it’s really busy and crowded when I drop off.  But, that’s not a 
complaint.  It’s a smart use of the lot!  I rarely have more than a few minutes of conversation with the 
ladies collecting the clothes from me.  It’s usually just a genuine thank you and God bless.  In fact, half 
the time when I drop the items off there is not someone to talk to and I just leave it outside the second 
floor door under the covered porch. 

On a side note, that building is really looking shabby.  I’m not sure if they would be open to an iServe 
project, but they certainly are deserving of this. 

Quilters Update (Donna Cole) 

We have had to mail the quilts for LWR to the warehouse in St. Paul, MN. as we get them finished.  It is 
too difficult to find storage space at Bethel for the boxes or bags.  Last year, we had Pastor Ben's office 
for storage but that is no long available.  Tom and I stored five or six large boxes in our garage last year 
but we are not up to that task this year.  The postage is quite expensive so it would be nice to be able to 
find a way to keep the quilts and take them to the Morgan Hill Ingathering.  Unless we find a way to 
store them, we may need more money for our ministry to get us through the year.  Our other big 
expense is ordering batting and buying twin flat sheets to use as backings at WalMart. 

Joann Weberg will be taking over the responsibility of the quilters. 

Walk for Water Update (Robyn Winegardner) 

This was Bethel's toe-dip into Walk for Water, sponsored by St Timothy Lutheran.  We had a generous 
donor with $3500 of matching funds and another donor of $100 per walker up to 50 Bethel participants.  
In addition we had support from Out 'n About, who had already scheduled an activity for the same day 
same time which caused one to have to choose between the two. Out 'n About adjusted their day 
allowing folks to do both if they chose, which made things work very well.  Bethel had over 40 
participants, about a third of them also going on the Out 'n About activity after the Walk.  Well over 
$10,000 was donated through Bethel.  The Walk will happen again next year with more projected 
growth of participants, supporters and Water Organizations.  We will have a chance next year to decide 
if we want to participate again.  It was an amazing day. 

 

Recent Mission Outreach dates: 

April 14th – April 18th – Youth Mission to Mexico 



April 19th – CROP Walk – 1:00 p.m. sign in, 1:30 p.m. walk.  One or three-mile walk begins and ends at 
Hoover Middle School in San Jose.  Walkers and sponsors are needed.  25% of funds are given locally to 
Second Harvest Food Bank and Sacred Heart Community Service. 

Future Mission Outreach Dates: 

May 31st – iServe Sunday! 

 

Youth Ministry Report  

Submitted by Marianne Nadell for the entire youth ministry team! 

The Youth ministry team met on Sunday, March 29th along with Pr. Ben and his wife Rachel. The group 
went around the table lifting up high lights of their particular area.  Here’s a quick overview… 

 Common Ground 2015 theme:  Light in the Darkness 
 The high school youth have been discussing gender.   
 Rock’n Waters Jr High retreat has all boys going with the Loo’s as their adult chaperones.  Rock’n 

Waters is in June. 
 Jr High Sunday school/confirmation classes continues. Currently there are 3 8th graders and 5 7th 

graders in Sunday school.   There are very real concerns about the lack of incoming 7th graders.  
Currently, there have not been any 6th graders at Sunday school for at least the last month.  As for 
incoming freshman, we do not anticipate any of the 3 8th graders participating in high school youth 
activities/Sunday school in 2015/2016.  Some of the team will have conversations with the parents 
of the rising freshman and get some input. 

 Affirmation of Baptism will be held on Reformation again in 2015.   
 Pr. Ben and Rachel provided wonderful insight in regard to our concerns over continually decreasing 

Sunday school attendance in the elementary grades and Jr High grades.  A survey will be sent out 
close to summer  to parents of both elementary and Jr High age youth to get input as to what is 
working, what isn’t, why do they attend Sunday school and why do they not.  Pr. Ben, Amanda, 
Robyn and Tom will meet after the survey results are in to review and discuss a game plan.  

 Amanda, Robyn and Susan were all credited for doing great things with the elementary and Jr High 
age youth and programs.   

 The question was asked that, with the growing number of families who seem to be unable to have 
confirmation a part of their schedule, how important is it for us to try and accommodate them.  The 
group was unanimous in saying that it is important to accommodate them.  There are plans to have 
conversations with parents of elementary and Jr High age youth also.  The idea is that if we ask, then 
we must be prepared to act. 

 Another suggestion involving our Jr High youth was to see about working with other churches for 
Sunday school and/or confirmation.  This idea came about as it is a very real problem that kids do 
not want to participate if they are the “only ones” and having a larger group, a different group or 
location may encourage participation.  Again, the conversations with the parents and youth will help 
determine our direction with this. 

 

 


